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Ogden Dunes Community 

Church seeks to joyfully 

lead people to the             

transforming love of 

Christ. 

 

The deadline for the next 

Dunes News is Aug. 15th  

 

Ogden Dunes Community Church 

Fellowship Calendar 

July -Sept 2021 

 

July 4-Sept 5: Lemonade on the Lawn 
(weather-permitting)  As part of our fellowship 
time, we will be serving cookies throughout the 
summer.  Volunteers to help clean up would be 
greatly appreciated.  Please see Judy Spornick 
or Kathy Thomas for more information. 

“LUNCH TIME CHAT” 
 

Our next “Lunch 
Time Chat” will be 
July 18

th
.  Plan to 

stay after service for refreshments 
and to  get the latest ministry          
updates at ODCC. 

Pastoral Care 
 

For any pastoral care 
needs or concerns you  
may have, please     
contact Pastor Michaile 

at the church office at (219) 762-1184 
or at rev.ogdendunes@gmail.com.    
If you are in need of immediate          
assistance, please reach the pastor 
on her cell phone at (219) 488-6288. 

The Dunes 
News 

Ogden Dunes Community 

Church 

www.ogdenduneschurch.org 
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The Pastor’s Pen 
 

The month of July will find us celebrating a major holiday in our country 
as we remember the signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 
4

th
.  While we may typically think of the holiday in terms of picnics,       

parades, and fireworks, at the heart of its celebration is to remember it 
signifies the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 1776.  By it, a 
new nation was declaring itself free from the tyranny and unfair taxation 
of a foreign power, Great Britain, and its king. 
 

This was a time when the vision for a country came to fruition—one by 
which freedom and self-representation that comes from a democracy  
was given birth.  While a grave risk for the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence to make, the desire for freedom was at the heart of the 
faith they had in their vision to be a free country.  As the famous quote 
attributed to Patrick Henry in 1775 states, “give me liberty or give me 
death” it aroused the burgeoning leaders at the time to take a significant 
political stand to bring their vision to life.  The rest is history as we say. 
 

Recently from the pulpit, I preached about the future vision for ODCC and 
where I believe the Holy Spirit is leading us in this time of its history as a 
church.  The introduction to that sermon is available on the Narthex table 
to provide its details.  
 

Namely, it provided the order by which God has been at work in the last 
year at ODCC—from the time of our own “declaration of independence” 
that came with our new denominational affiliation to ECO, the        
changeover in our memberships in the church, and the recent dedication 
of our refurbished sanctuary have all been necessary to prepare us to 
“cast the vision” of the future for our church as given God’s power. 
 

At the heart of this vision, God through his word, brings a message of 
freedom from the captivity of sin in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  
As scripture attests, so if the son sets you free, you will be free indeed as 
the Spirit of God anointed Jesus to carry out the mission of God (John 8: 
36; Isaiah 61: 1-4). Continued on page 2 
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To help provide a framework from which to cast that vision at ODCC, we will be looking at  
the early church as a model from Acts chapter two, and more specifically what were the    
four things they did in devotion to God that grew them from initially 120 people gathered in 
the upper room on the day of Pentecost, to a move of God empowered by the Holy Spirit  
that spread outward to the world just as predicted it would by Christ himself (Acts 1: 8).  
 

The four things that the early church wholeheartedly devoted themselves to as stated are the 
Apostle’s teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread, and to prayer.  Those things combined 
with the unity of purpose and heart in praise to God by his people, brought the blessing of 
God as he “added to their number day by day those who were being saved” (Acts 2: 46-47). 
 

Beginning Sunday, July 4
th
, a new sermon series, Poised for Power: The Four Pillars of Faith 

in the Early Church will be offered that will take a deeper look at these four pillars of faith that 
were the anchor of the early church that made them a “powerhouse” for God.  In addition, we 
will look at the other characteristics of the early church and  manifestations of the Holy Spirit 
as found in Acts 2 that equipped and empowered them for service to God.   
 

Further, in relation to prayer as a pillar in the early church, a new prayer initiative will begin 
on Wednesday evenings, beginning July 7

th
.  In similar format to our recent “Nights of Praise” 

during Pentecost at ODCC, we will from 6:30-7:00 p.m. gather in the sanctuary for a time of 
praise and prayer.  The usual Wednesday night bible study will then be offered from         
7:00-8:00 p.m.  This time of prayer will run throughout the summer months. 
 

Church, I highly encourage you to come out for this time of prayer as we seek to deepen our 
prayer ministry at ODCC. We are being called in these unprecedented times to pray!  You 
don’t have to be eloquent, or even feel you have to “know how to pray”.  Your heart is what 
God wants, and a praying church, is a powerful church in God’s sight.  Whether silent prayer, 
written prayers, or prayer spoken out loud, God hears his people. The important issue is that 
we pray! 
 

Please join us in person or online for this exciting sermon series in July and come to pray on 
Wednesday nights. See you there! 
 
Pastor Michaile 

    

Continued from page 1 

  

 

 

 

 The church office will be closed on Monday, July 5th in observance of Independence 
 Day. 
 

 We have a large church calendar hanging in the office to help people stay informed.  
 You can submit information that you would like on the calendar to the office.    
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The Watchmen on the Walls  
 

As part of new prayer initiatives at ODCC to help us grow in the knowledge and practice of   
prayer, there will be added a monthly column in the newsletter called “Watchmen on the Walls”.  
It will include a theme for the month and a prayer to encourage us to pray in unity for specific 
needs.  In addition, those who we are praying for will also be included.  
 
For our first column, let me provide some needed instruction as the title, “Watchmen on the 
Walls” is based upon Isaiah 62: 6-7.  In verse six, we see God has appointed certain people to 
“watch and pray” upon the walls of Jerusalem.  Jerusalem was surrounded by walls for means  
of protection, and entrance was made at various gates placed around the city.   
 
The watchmen would take their place high upon the walls at various posts watching along its  
perimeter to alert the city to potential enemies and threats that may come against it.  They 
served to safeguard the city by their alertness and dedication to its protection. 
 
Further in verse six, we find instruction from God to these watchmen.  They were intercessors to 
God in heaven; they were to pray for the city and its people.  God instructed them to pray “all 
day and all night” and they were not to keep silent.  This teaches that the work of the watchmen 
was to the practice of prayer, and that when prayer is fully developed, it should be ongoing and 
always rising up before the Lord continually (I Thess 5: 17). 
 
Further with application to ongoing prayer in verse seven, the watchmen were not to rest, nor 
give God rest “until He establishes and makes Jerusalem an object of praise on earth”.  This 
verse teaches us that God uses our prayers to manifest his will on earth what is in heaven (Matt 
6: 10).  In addition, we are to pray diligently until his will is manifested on earth, and when it is, 
continue to pray for its ongoing manifestation and protection, as it will be resisted by Satan and 
the kingdom of darkness (Eph 6: 12). 
 
So let us pray together to be God’s “watchmen on the walls” of our church, community, and    
nation!  I encourage us to pray these monthly prayers daily.  There is power in corporate and  
devoted prayer unto God (Acts 1: 14, 2: 1-14).  
 
This month will be a prayer for our country and its leaders as we celebrate July 4

th
 and this     

historic day in the life of our nation: 
 

Prayer for Righteousness 
 

Lord, you are our Deliverer, and we pray for our nation and our leaders to turn toward 
righteousness and away from evil. May we not be labeling what is good as evil, or what is 
evil as good. You have said that if we seek your face and turn from our evil ways, you will 

hear from heaven and heal our land. O Lord, may we as individuals and as a nation set 
our focus on obeying your word and living pure lives. Amen.  

 
 
Pastor Michaile 


